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MESSAGE FROM THE 

PRESIDENT & CEO                      
Phillip Bryant  

When I was first named President 

& CEO of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 

Central Georgia (BGCCG) in 2014, 

I aspired to improve the 

organization’s brand, value of its 

club membership and increase program accessibility 

to those who needed us most. 

We wanted to position the BGCCG as the preferred 

youth development provider for families throughout the 

Central Georgia service area by providing a quality 

experience through excellence in service. Our over-all 

goal, then, as now, was to dramatically increase the 

value of a club membership - to make sure your 

investment in BGCCG was something that paid off in 

dozens of important ways. Most importantly, we 

wanted to ensure that we helped young people 

achieve their goal of becoming their very best self. 

Our dedicated staff and the members of our board of 

directors remain committed to providing youth with the 

best in club programming and service, and the most 

rewarding experience possible. 

Almost Five years later, I'm amazed at what we've 

been able to accomplish -- together. We are making a 

tremendous positive impact on our community and in 

the lives of young people through Central Georgia, and 

it wouldn't have happened without your friendship and 

support. 

In 2014, we had three program sites spanning two 

counties and we're serving roughly 700 youth per year, 

with an average daily attendance (ADA) of 280. Today, 

there are seven program sites spanning four counties 

and we are serving over 1,400 youth annually with an 

ADA of 500 plus. Youth from all walks of life are 

benefiting from more than 16 different youth 

development programs we offer through five core 

focus areas: 1) Career & Education, which provide 

positive youth development impact programs like 

PROJECT LEARN, a teaching strategy that is based 

on research demonstrating that students do much 

better in school when they spend their non-school 

hours engaged in fun, but academically beneficial 

activities, which reinforces the academic enrichment 

and school engagement of young people during the 

time they spend at the Club. MONEY MATTERS, a 

program that promotes financial responsibility and 

independence among Club members age 13 to 18. 

Teaching them how to manage a checking account, 

create a budget, save and invest, start small 

businesses and pay for college. CAREER LAUNCH, a 

program that encourages Club members ages 13 to 18 

to assess their skills and interests, explore careers, 

make sound educational decisions and prepare to join 

our nation's work force. 2 ) Good Character & 

Citizenship, providing character building skills and 

opportunities in programs like KEYSTONE CLUB, a 

unique leadership development experience that 

provides opportunities for young people to participate 

in volunteer community service activities. YOUTH OF 

THE YEAR, a program designed to promote and 

recognize a youth’s service to the Club and 

community, their academic performance and 

contributions to family and spiritual life. 3) Health & 

Life Skills, encourages and promote healthy life 

choices among young people through programs like 

PASSPORT TO MANHOOD, which promotes and 

teaches responsibility to boy. Passport to Manhood 

participants receives his own “passport” to underscore 

the notion that he is on a personal journey of 

maturation and growth. S.M.A.R.T MOVES (Skills 

Mastery and Resistance Training), a prevention and 

education program that addresses problems such as 

drugs and alcohol use and premature sexual activity. 

More than emphasizing a "Say No" message, the 

program teaches young people the practice of 

responsible behavior. 4) The Arts allows us an 

opportunity of working with our youth to tap into their 

creative side and enable youth to develop their 

creativity, cultural awareness, knowledge and 

appreciation of the arts. Through programs like 
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PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY, kids learn how to 

capture the world through the lens of a camera, 

learning a basic skill set that can open the door for a 

career in visual arts. ARTS EDUCATION gives kids an 

opportunity to be creative by drawing, painting, 

sculpting and learning more about the history of art. 

LYRICISM 101 is a program designed to cultivate and 

amplify the powerful, formidable voices of Club teens. 

5) Sports, Fitness & Recreation. Although Sports, 

Fitness & Recreation appears last in the order of our 

five focus areas, we believe is no less important than 

the other focus areas in the development of young 

people. Through programs like TRIPLE PLAY, a 

comprehensive health and wellness program that 

strives to improve the overall health of Club members 

by increasing their daily physical activity, teaching 

them good nutrition and helping them develop healthy 

relationships.  

As you can see, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central 

Georgia has come a very long way from the days when 

it was simply known only as a place where kids could 

go for a swim or to play a game of basketball. We 

continue to offer those programs today, but we’re not 

just the Boys Club or just a gym and swim place any 

longer. As we began development of our 2025 

strategic goals, we will do so with only one thought in 

mind, improving the Club to best serve the total needs 

of young people in our community. 

Below, you'll read about just some of the many great 

things that are happening at BGCCG. With your help, 

we are ever growing, expanding, and increasing the 

services we offer, and making our clubs and the 

returns on your club investments more valuable each 

year. 

Thank you for being a supporter of the Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Central Georgia. We are grateful for the 

opportunity to serve the youth of Central Georgia, and 

partner with you to enable all young people, especially 

those who need us most, to reach their full potential as 

productive, caring, responsible citizens. 

Phillip Bryant                                         

President & CEO 

 

CLUB ALUMNI 
SPOTLIGHT 

      Virgenal Owens  

Virgenal Owens started at 

the Club when he was just 

10 years old. Growing up in 

a single parent household, 

his mother needed 

afterschool care and a 

place for him to become 

more confident.  Virgenal 

was shy as a kid and 

wanted mentors to help 

him excel.  After spending 

one month at the Club, he 

went from shy kid to the 

first kid to volunteer to participate in activities.  Though 

he was an athlete, his spirit was crushed when he 

didn’t make the basketball team at his high school. He 

refused to let that deter him, and thanks to his 

perseverance, he became a dedicated Keystone 

member, leading community service projects. A former 

BGCCG youth of the year, and a State of Georgia 

Youth of the Year, he excelled in every endeavor. His 

participation in BGCCG leadership programs inspired 

him to go into theatrics and dedicate himself to 

academics. Today, he is a third-year medical student 

at the Medical College of Georgia and has published 

three poetry books. He attended Mercer University for 

his undergraduate and graduate studies in biomedical 

engineering, where he earned both his Bachelor and 

Master of Science in Engineering degrees. At the 

Medical College of Georgia, he held several leadership 

positions, including Vice-President of the Student 

National Medical Association, member of the 

SeroTONEins acapella group, Admissions Committee 

Ambassador, and serves as a mentor to Augusta 

University undergraduates as part of the institution's 

African-American Male Initiative. Virgenal hopes to 

continue his future impact on the community through 

orthopedic surgery, biomedical science research, 

prosthetics research, teaching, and mentoring. 
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TEEN QUOTE 

 

TWO CLUB MEMBERS EARN                 
TACALA/TACO BELL                  

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS                                     

 
Graduate for Más, a program dedicated to enabling 
youth to follow their dreams and reach, through full 
potential, starting with high school graduation. The 
Taco Bell Foundation and Get Schooled developed the 
program so thousands of teens would be empowered 
to follow their path to reach their personal, educational, 
and career goals. With the support from this program, 
alongside Tacala Foundation & Taco Bell, Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Central Georgia presented two scholarships 
to Carl D. Thomas unit Club members & Bibb County 
School District students: Kenzavious Coats- headed to 
Georgia Southern University, and Khazavia Hill 
headed to Helms College. Both joined the Club during 
middle school and credit the Club with giving them the 
confidence to pursue new goals and dreams and a 
family away from home. 

FORSYTH-MONROE COUNTY 
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB MEMBER 

WINS SOAPBOX DERBY 

Josiah Mayers, Club Member  
Monroe County School District 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club member and Monroe County School district 
student Josiah Mayers proved gravity works when he 
won first place in the 2019 Magnolia Soapbox Derby. 
The family friendly annual event brings the 
excitement of a soap box derby® race to Macon each 
year. Thousands came from around the region to 
participate or watch the races, listen to music, peruse 
dozens of food trucks and vendors but they also 
came to watch the Gravity Racing Challenge:  a race 
specifically focused on STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math). The Gravity Racing 
Challenge, offered in partnership with the All 
American Soapbox Derby brings the racetrack to the 
classroom and back as Josiah alongside other club 
members and MCSD students and volunteers built 
their soapbox from scratch, designed it, and prepped 
to compete. 
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2019 National Youth Outcomes Initiative (NYOI) Results 
 

 

Club Experience  
2017 

 
2018 

 
2019 

BGC National 
Comparison** 

% Optimal Overall Club Experience 41% 57% 55% 40% 

% Optimal Sense of Belonging 45% 55% 54% 41% 

% Optimal Emotional Safety 44% 54% 55% 41% 

% Optimal Physical Safety 59% 67% 70% 60% 

% Optimal Fun 52% 60% 61% 49% 

% Optimal Adult Connections 67% 68% 69% 58% 

% Optimal Staff Expectations 80% 83% 81% 69% 

% Optimal Recognition 65% 73% 66% 50% 

Academic Success 

% On Track for Graduation*** 76% 78% 85% 75% 

% Self-Reported Grades(mostly A’s or B’s) 80% 86% 79% 82% 

% Skipped School(0 days) 70% 72% 74% 67% 

% Expectation of 4-Year College Completion(Teen) 62% 69% 79% 16% 

% Expectation of High School Completion 95% 96% 95% 95% 

% Perceived Importance of School(Important + very) 88% 93% 91% 80% 

Good Character and Citzenship 

% Optimal Conflict Resolution Skills 11% 24% 25% 18% 

% Fighting (0 Fights) 73% 73% 78% 70% 

% Optimal Leadership 88% 80% 81% 71% 

% Teen Volunteering (at least monthly) 50% 52% 51% 48% 

Healthy Lifestyle 

% Physically Active(5+ Days) 58% 68% 60% 56% 

% Vegetables Per Day(3+ Days) 36% 48% 39% 42% 

% Fruits Per Day(2+ Days) 71% 69% 70% 69% 

 
Risk Behaviors**** 

 
2017 

 
2018 

 
2019 

YRBS 
Comparison**** 

# of BGC High School Members with Survey Data 64 68 57  

% Abstained Drinking(past 30 days) 97% 86% 94% 70% 

% Abstained Cigarette Smoking(past 30 days) 97% 94% 96% 91% 

% Abstained Marijuana(past 30 days) 84% 89% 90% 80% 

% Abstained Sexual Activity 40% 60% 80% 60% 
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VOLUNTEERISM AT ITS BEST 

THANK YOU! To our friend at M&R Marketing for 
spending a day with our kids.   
 
On June 18TH, fifteen highly energized employees from 
M&R Marketing, a full-service marketing firm located 
at 331 3RD Street in downtown Macon, spent several 
hours of their day volunteering and playing with our 
kids at the Murphy Felton Tindall Club of on Anthony 
Road. Some of M&R staff/volunteers participated in 
high spirited and competitive games of dodgeball and 
basketball, while some of other employees elected to 
participate in calmer activities like foosball, bumper 
pool and dance. Some dedicated individuals 
participated in a spirited Lyricism 101 class and Career 
Launch program with our teenagers. Regardless of the 
activity, the children and teens were extremely excited 
and grateful to the entire M&R Marketing team for 
spending time as volunteers at the club.  

 

 
     
 
 

VOLUNTEERISM AT ITS BEST cont. 

THANK YOU! To our friend at Vein Specialist of the 
South for spending a day helping at the Club.   
 
In 2018, Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Georgia 
became approved to serve meals to Club members 
through the Bright from the Start Child & Adult Care 

Food Program. 
By April 2019, 
BGCCG 
identified a 
commercial 
kitchen to begin 
preparing our 
own meals at a 
centralized 
kitchen. On 
Friday April 26th, 
a group of 
civically minded 
employees from 
Vein 
Specialists of 
the South, 
located at 556 
3rd St. Suite A in 
Macon, GA  
were not afraid 
to get their 
hands a little 
dirty and spent 
four hours 
cleaning a 
commercial 
kitchen for our 
afterschool at-
risk meal 
program and 
Summer Food 
Service 
Program.                
We know the 
activities were 
not glamorous, 
but we are 

forever grateful they spent time helping us clean 
countertops, floors, prep walls for painting, and 
mopping. Vein Specialists of the South were not 
afraid to get their hands dirty and we thank them.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Over the Edge event scheduled for Friday, 

September 6, 2019 has been postponed. We will 

share and post the new event date and time as soon 

as it has been confirmed. Thank you to all that has 

supported this event thus far! 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

277 MLK, Jr. Blvd., Ste. 202, Macon, GA 31201                                                                   

(478) 743-4153                                                            

www.bgccg.org 

 

 

LEADERSHIP 

BOARD OFFICERS 

Karen Middleton, Board Chair                                           

James Frentheway, Vice Chair                                        

Francis Quinn Rolfes, Treasurer                                 

Jacquelyn Webb-Simmons, Secretary 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Jeff Battcher 

Justin Bradley 
Renee Bumpus 

Verda Colvin 
Drew Elrod 

Leland Ragin Jr. 
Brandon Raphael 
Keith Simmons 

 

KEY STAFF 

Phillip Bryant, President & CEO 

OUR LOCATIONS 

⬧ Murphy Felton Tindall Unit, 841 Anthony Rd., 

Macon (478) 330-7204                                                                                    

⬧ Carl D. Thomas Unit, 6022 Bloomfield Rd., Macon                                   

(478) 788-0300                                                                                  

⬧ King-Danforth Unit, 1301 Shurling Dr., Macon                                               

(478) 238-6427                                                                                

⬧ Warner Robins Unit, 115 Wallace Dr., Macon                                            

(478) 225-1231                                                                              

⬧ Forsyth-Monroe County Unit, 500 GA-83, Forsyth                                

(478) 992-5605                                                                               

⬧ Candler County Unit, 423 W. Vertia St., Metter                                       

(912) 685-2900                                                                                 

⬧ Union Elem School Site, 4831 Mamie Carter Dr., 

Macon (478) 779-2650 

http://www.bgccg.org/
http://www.facebook.com/bgccga
https://twitter.com/BGCCG4431

